
Eastern Colleges Science Conference 
Guidelines for Full-length Manuscript

General Information 

Full-length research manuscripts are especially noteworthy 
accomplishments, and students who are ready are encouraged to submit 
full-length manuscripts for consideration for excellence awards at the annual 
Eastern Colleges Science Conference (ECSC). Students are encouraged to 
have their research mentors help with the process. All full-length 
manuscripts are to be sent electronically as an attached file to an email 
addressed to Dr. Lance Evans at lance.evans366@gmail.com by the deadline 
posted on the ECSC web page (ecsc1.org). There can be no exceptions to 
this deadline. One condition for submission of a manuscript is that the 
author must also register for and give either a platform or a poster 
presentation at the conference. 

Quoting from the minutes of the 64th ECSC board meeting, April 24, 2010 
(posted in the Minutes section of ecsc1.org), “The content of a full-length 
manuscript... must have data that usually takes one of two forms: 
Discovery-based science in which the investigator is presenting novel, goal-
directed findings; or hypothesis-driven science in which data are analyzed to 
test a hypothesis.” 

Each manuscript submission should be a single document file, with all 
components (e.g., manuscript text, tables, figures, figure legends) included 
in that single file. (If more than one file is necessary, please make that 
decision in consultation with Dr. Evans.) The first author should be the 
student who is submitting the manuscript for award consideration. (If the 
manuscript is being submitted as a group effort involving no more than 
three undergraduate authors, the manuscript will be considered for a single 
excellence award going to the entire group. In such a case, please make it 
clear who the undergraduate authors are.) Dr. Evans will copy the uploaded 
document file, remove author name(s), institution, and Acknowledgments 
section, and send the manuscript for evaluation. All materials for a 
manuscript must be in Microsoft Word. Do not send in pdf format. 

Each manuscript/paper is evaluated by someone who has professional 
expertise in the discipline covered by the research topic and who is not from 
the same institution as the author(s). The evaluator is charged with 





























































































Questions? 

If you are a student with a question regarding this process, please contact 
your research mentor. If you are a research mentor with a question, please 
contact Dr. Lance Evans at lance.evans366@gmail.com.

Evaluation of Manuscripts

An email will be sent to the person that submitted the manuscript 
acknowledging receipt of the manuscript.

All students that submit a full-length manuscripts must present their 
research in a platform or poster presentation at the conference.

The manuscript will be judged by one judge as close to the field as 
possible. ECSC has a list of possible judges on hand.

Before sending to a judge, the name of the author(s) and all identifiers of 
institutions will be removed.

A list of manuscripts for review with authors names will be sent to the host 
institution for inclusion in the conference booklet but this booklet will not 
be released for viewing until all evaluations of manuscript have been 
received. 

Judges are only to determine if the manuscript is ‘excellent’ or ‘not 
excellent’. No review is expected so persons submitting a manuscript 
should not expect any responses or explanations from judges. 

The only acknowledgement is given at the Awards Ceremony.

Only mention of persons the received an “excellent’ rating will be 
acknowledged at the Awards Ceremony.
Only the first student author of the manuscript that received an ‘excellent’ 
rating will be given a plaque at the Awards Ceremony. 

It is recognized that the submission of a full-length manuscript by a 
student represents a great deal of work well beyond the effort required to 
present a platform presentation or poster presentation. ECSC recognizes 
that students that submit manuscripts have worked closely with a 
professor and that such collaborations form the basis of science. So, even 
though a manuscript is not judged as ‘excellent’ does not slight or diminish 
the high level of effort of a student that submits a full-length manuscript. 
The goal of a scientist is to produce a product at the level of publication 
after a review by their peers. Students that submit a full-length 
manuscript are far along that path. So, congratulations.     




